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High court to hear 
sales tax case for 
online purchases 


States, counties contend they lose billions 


By Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court agreed Friday to 
wade into the issue of sales tax 
collection on internet purchases 
in a case that could force consum- 
ers to pay more for certain pur- 
chases and allow states to recoup 
what they say are billions of dol- 
lars in lost revenue annually. 

Under previous Supreme Court 
rulings, when internet retailers 
don’t havea physical presence ina 
state, they can’t be forced to collect 
tax on sales into that state. 

A total of 36 states — including 
Pennsylvania — and the District 
of Columbia had asked the high 
court to take up the issue because 
the current rule is outdated and 
unfair in an era when Americans 
do much of their shopping online. 

In a brief filed with the court, 


‘Trump, Pence visits 
to support Saccone reflect 


GOP value of 18th District 


By Chris Potter 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Ordinarily, you’d expect pun- 
dits to be impressed by news that 
President Donald Trump plans to 
visit Pennsylvania’s 18th Con- 
gressional District next week. 

The visit, first reported by the 
online political magazine Politico 
Thursday evening, would bring 
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the states wrote, “As the volume 
of Internet-based retail transac- 
tions continues to compound 
daily, the controversial physical- 
presence rule exacts an ever-in- 
creasing toll on the States’ fiscal 
health.” 

In 1992, when home shopping 
was dominated by mail-order cat- 
alogs, the high court ruled a state 
may require out-of-state compa- 
nies to collect sales taxes only if 
the company had outlets or ware- 
houses within the state. The 
justices said then that requiring 
companies to do more would 
amount to discrimination 
against interstate commerce. 

But the explosion of internet 
sales has put pressure on Con- 
gress and the court to reconsider 
the issue. Traditional retailers — 
including large brick-and-mortar 
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e Trump partly denies vulgar 
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e Iran nuclear deal given ‘one last 
chance,’ Page A-5. 


serious starpower to help state 
Rep. Rick Saccone, the Elizabeth 
Republican competing to replace 
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A young Steelers fan looks through a window at the team’s indoor facility on the South Side during 
afternoon practice Friday. Mike Mitchell gives him a wave from inside the UPMC Rooney Sports 


Complex. 


By the tune you read ttus, quick-moving storm could be gone 


By Andrew Goldstein 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Good morning. 

If you slept in Saturday, you 
might have missed the ice and snow 
storm everyone was making a fuss 
about Friday. But you won’t be able 
to avoid the expected aftermath. 

That’s because the 4 to 6 inches of 
snow anticipated to fall over much 
of the region prompted Pittsburgh 
officials to declare a Level 2 snow 
event on Friday — and that means 
snow removal crews will have a full 
32 hours after the storm ends to 
treat roadways. 

The system, which prompted a 
winter storm warning, was ex- 
pected to have passed through the 
region by early Saturday, according 
to the National Weather Service in 
Pittsburgh. 


Steph Chambers/ Post- Gazette 


Steam from a manhole obscures part of Grant Street as the temperature 
fell into the 30s from highs in the 60s Friday in Downtown Pittsburgh. 


“[The storm] actually pulls out 
pretty quickly,” said meteorologist 
Tim Axford. “By the time people 
wake up, snow should be tapering 
down.” 

The city said that beginning at 6 
p.m. Friday, it would have at least 52 
vehicles applying rock salt treated 
with liquid calcium chloride to 
roadways. 

Complicating matters before the 
snow arrived was rain, which led to 
icy conditions on roadways after 
the temperature dropped below 
freezing Friday. The city said it was 
unable to pre-treat roads because 
the rain would have washed away 
the salt. 

Port Authority said it planned to 
use special equipment called sleet 
cutters late Friday to keep overhead 
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Kentucky first to win approval for Medicaid work requirement 


By Adam Beam 


Associated Press 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky 
has become the first state to re- 
quire many of its Medicaid recipi- 
ents to work to receive coverage, 


part of an unprecedented change to 
the nation’s largest health insur- 
ance program under the Trump ad- 
ministration. 

The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services announced the 
approval on Friday. The change 


will require adults between the 
ages of 19 and 64 to complete 80 
hours per month of “community 
engagement” to keep their cover- 
age. That includes getting a job, go- 
ing to school, taking a job training 
course or community service. 


The decision marks a dramatic 
shift for Kentucky, which em- 
braced former President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act un- 
der its last governor, a Democrat, 


Westinghouse 
seeks fees, 
protections 
for firm set 

to acquire It 


By Anya Litvak 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


It will be months before the 
proposed $4.6 billion acquisi- 
tion of Westinghouse Electric 
Co. by a Canadian asset man- 
agement firm is hashed out. 

But some details of the sales 
agreement, Westinghouse’s 
plan to emerge from bank- 
ruptcy, and the possibility of a 
$7.5 billion curve ball are likely 
to come into focus in the next 
two weeks. 

The Cranberry-based nu- 
clear firm is asking its bank- 
ruptcy judge to approve a path 
to a private sale of all of its as- 
sets to Brookfield Business 
Partners and, while that sale is 
pending, to give the asset man- 
agement firm certain protec- 
tions to keep the buyer’s inter- 
est. 
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